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The TENBURY MASS was commissioned by Canon Douglas Lamb in 

2024 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the building of the church of 

the Sacred Heart and Our Lady, Tenbury Wells. 

 
 

This setting is intended for use in parishes with modest music 

resources.  It may be sung by all in unison (top line), or together with 

additional choir parts (second line), which seek to give an additional 

lift to the sound of the assembly.  The setting is composed with 

ordinary parishes in mind within an accessible vocal range for parish 

musicians; harmonies may be sung by upper voices and/or lower 

voices one octave down.   
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This setting may be freely reproduced/copied, but not amended. 

Reproduction in whole or in part is conditional on the ascription lines 

being printed on all copies. It may not be included in any publication 

without permission. 
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web:  https://opendiapason.org.uk 
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mail:  c/o St. Ambrose’s R.C. Church,  

Birmingham Road, Kidderminster,  

Worcestershire, UK.  DY10 2BY. 
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TENBURY MASS 

 Music © 2024 Matthew Johnson. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Concordat cum originali: Martin Foster. Imprimatur + Bernard Longley, 3rd Sept. 2025. This music may be freely copied, but not amended. 

5 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Performance notes: restrained, sure and stately in unison, until the emphasis on the third ‘Kyrie’ or ‘Christe’.  

The first two bars may be used as an organ introduction, if required. 
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Performance notes: the Gloria is in several sections, as also given by the rehearsal marks, with the addition of an 

organ interlude in between each of the movements. 

Intonation of the Gloria: may be made by the Celebrant, a cantor or by the choir/assembly in unison. The organ 

should play over the phrase ‘Glory to God in the highest’ and the Celebrant or cantor should sing this 

unaccompanied.  If the whole assembly is to sing the phrase, then it should ideally by accompanied on the organ. 

And of earth peace: should be sung by all voices in unison to give strength to the song. The musical emphasis is 

placed on the phrase ‘We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you’. 

Lord Jesus Christ: the section should be sung in a much more restrained way, allowing the colour of some of the 

harmonies to be heard. The choir part is mostly taken from the alto line; this part of the Gloria is intended to be 

soft and sweet.  

For you alone: to be sung with renewed intensity, with all voices in unison as with the start of the Gloria. The 

musical emphasis is on ‘you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ’.  

Amen: should build in intensity but be sung with some overall restraint and a gentle slowing in tempo. Choir 

parts may add colour to the phrase, and care should be taken that the organ does not overpower the sound of 

the voices, which must be clearly heard. 
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Glory to God 

Matthew Johnson 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

Matthew Johnson 
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Performance notes: let the Hosannas build in intensity each time and support the assembly by singing each 

pair of hosannas as one phrase; the upper part binds the two together to make four phrases. The final 

note of the movement should be strictly held for its written length, only.  
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Memorial Acclamation 1 

 
Matthew Johnson 

  

Performance notes: let the movement build and fade away, with a greater musical emphasis on ‘Resurrection’.   
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Memorial Acclamation 2 

 
Matthew Johnson 

 
Performance notes: the upper choir part at ‘we proclaim your Death, O Lord, un-’ could be reserved for a solo voice.   
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Memorial Acclamation 3 

 
Matthew Johnson 

 

Performance notes: with conviction, and a greater musical emphasis on ‘Resurrection’.  
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Great Amen 

 

Matthew Johnson 

 

Performance notes: let each phrase of ‘Amen’ build on the last, and let the Great Amen be acclaimed.  
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Lamb of God 

Matthew Johnson
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Performance notes: this movement is intended to be sung peacefully, with space in between the phrases to 

allow the music to breathe and rest, and it fades away to nothing.  The choir and congregation remain in 

unison.  Additional layering may be achieved on the initial verses by alternating phrases between the full 

choir and a solo voice, according to the liturgical need, for example (choir in bold, solo in italics): 

      1.    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,    have mercy on us,    have mercy on us. 

      2.    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,    have mercy on us,    have mercy on us. 

Final.   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,   have mercy on us,    have mercy on us. 
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Glory to God 
Celebrant or cantor: 

 

Choir and congregation: 
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This assembly copy can be freely reproduced as-is for use by the 

congregation as double sided A4 handout. 

 

 

 

 

Where it is desirable to include all/part of the typeset in service sheets, 

the music copyright note must be included in the acknowledgements: 

 

Tenbury Mass © 2024 Matthew Johnson. 
 

 

 

 

 

in addition to the text copyright notice, if not already included: 

 

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman 

Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in 

the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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